SUPPLEMENT  TO 

COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Annual  Series  No.  44a  February    1,  1919 

BRITISH  GUIANA. 

By    Consul    George   E.    Chamberlin,   Georgetown,    Xovemlier   11,   191S. 

The  general  prosperous  condition  existing  in  British  Guiana  noted 
in  the  last  annual  report  has  continued  to  mark  business  conditions. 
The  three  leading  industries  of  the  colony — sugar,  rice,  and  balata — - 
were  exceedingly  prosperous,  their  production  above  normal  and 
their  products  in  good  demand  at  high  prices.  The  prosperity  of 
these  industries  had  a  similar  influence  on  the  general  trade  of  the 
country.  Merchants  reported  a  good  volume  of  business  and  in 
most  instances  with  higher  profits  than  in  previous  years.  While 
there  was  some  difficulty  in  securing  the  kind  and  quantity  of  goods 
desired,  the  people  suffered  little  inconvenience  other  than  the  in- 
creased cost  of  living  due  to  higher  prices  in  1917. 

England  was  unable  to  supply  the  usual  quantity  of  goods  for 
this  market  and  merchants  were  compelled  to  look  elsewhere  for 
their  supplies,  which  placed  the  United  States  in  the  lead  in  the 
import  trade  of  the  colon}7.  Many  new  lines  of  American  goods  have 
been  introduced,  a  considerable  quantity  through  the  trade  extension 
work  of  this  consulate,  and  it  is  believed  that  much  of  this  increase 
will  be  permanent  as  the  merits  of  American  goods  are  now  more 
fully  realized. 

Little  or  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  financing  trade, 
although  rates  of  exchange  were  above  normal.     There  were  no 
failures  of  consequence,  and  merchants  have  been  able  to  meet  their 
obligations  promptly. 
Development  of  Sugar  and  Rice  Industries. 

The  area  under  sugar  cultivation  on  September  30,  1917,  was 
7G,300  acres,  or  876  less  than  in  1916,  but  the  production  of  sugar 
for  export  was  13,357  tons  greater,  indicating  a  much  better  yield 
per  acre.  The  amount  exported  was  114,007  long  tons,  valued  at 
$11,843,672.  Local  consumption  is  usually  about  7,000  tons,  making 
the  total  production  approximately  121,000  tons.  The  increase  was 
due  to  more  favorable  weather  conditions,  resulting  in  a  larger  and 
better  quality  of  cane  juice.  The  decrease  in  acreage  was  caused  by 
lack  of  labor,  and  for  the  present  there  seems  no  likelihood  of  this 
shortage  being  remedied.  The  total  value  of  the  products  of  the 
sugar  industry  exported,  including  sugar,  rum,  molasses,  and  molas- 
cuit,  was  $14,626,147,  the  greatest  in  the  history  of  the  country. 

The  area  under  the  cultivation  of  rice  has  continued  to  extend 
and  in  1917  was  58,090  acres.  Large  tracts  of  Crown  land  have  been 
taken  up  on  the  Mahaica,  Mahaicony,  and  Abary  Rivers  for  this 
purpose,  and  the  method  of  cultivation  improved.     Tractors  and 
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other  machinery  are  being  employed  very  successfully.  The  cater- 
pillar tractor  seems  to  be  the  best  adapted  for  this  industry,  owing 
to  the  usual  soft  nature  of  the  land.  Rice  growing  is  popular  with 
the  East  Indian  and  much  of  the  indentured  labor  turn  to  it,,  after 
the  expiration  of  their  contracts,  which  accounts  for  the  shortage 
of  labor  on  the  sugar  estates.  Some  of  the  proprietors,  to  overcome 
this  tendency,  are  opening  up  a  portion  of  their  estate-  for  rice 
cultivation  and  are  allowing  their  laborers  to  devote  a  portion  of 
their  time  to  the  raising  of  rice  on  their  awn  account.  The  produc- 
tion of  rice  in  1917  was  between  70,000,000  and  75,000,000  pounds. 
Growing  Balata  Production — Unfavorable  Report  of  Rubber  Crops. 

The.  production  of  balata  from  licensed  tracts  in  1917  amounted  to 
1,591,211  pounds,  as  against  an  output  of  1,183,119  pounds  for  the 
previous  year.  There  were  20  new  balata  licenses  issued,  making 
a  total  of  029  in  existence  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  number  of 
laborers  engaged  in  the  industry  was  1,061,  and  the  value  of  the 
balata  exported  was  $1,021,170. 

Rubber  production  decreased  to  11,781  pounds,  as  compared  with 
15,580  pounds  in  1910.  The  first  Para  rubber  planted  in  the  colony 
developed  rapidly  and  it  was  hoped  that  it  would  be  one  of  the  lead- 
ing industries,  but  within  recent  years  the  trees  have  been  attacked 
by  a  leaf  disease,  their  growth  retarded,  and  in  some  cases  have 
died.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  disease  is  only  temporary 
and  that  eventually  plantation  rubber  will  be  an  important  article 
of  export. 
Greater  Interest  in  Cattle  Grazing. 

Cattle  grazing  attracted  more  attention  during  191 7  than  here- 
tofore. Five  applications  for  grazing  rights  of  a  total  area  of  250 
square  miles  for  hinterland  savannahs  were  tiled  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Lands  and  Mines,  also  five  applications  for  coast  lands 
covering  an  area  of  19,100  acres  for  the  same  purpose.  The  con- 
struction of  a  cattle,  trail  from  the  Rupununi  River  district  to  a 
navigable  point  on  the  Berbice  River  was  begun  late  in  the  year. 
This  road,  when  completed,  will  provide  means  for  bringing  cattle 
from  the  inland  savannahs  to  the  coast,  where  a  market  at  fair 
prices  is  readily  obtainable.  There  are  more  than  7,000,000  acres 
of  savannah  lands  in  the  colony,  most  of  which  are  suitable  for 
grazing. 
Growth  in  Lumber  Production. 

During  1917.  121  new  licenses  and  221  renewals  were  issued  for 
greenheart,  shingles,  firewood,  and  charcoal  tracts.  The  total  num- 
ber of  licenses  in  existence  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  319,  compris- 
ing an  aggregate  of  811,490  acres,  an  increase  of  14  licenses  and 
51.957  acres.  With  the  exception  of  greenheart.  charcoal,  and  a 
few  smaller  items  there  have  been  all-round  gains  in  the  production 
of  timber  and  oilier  wood  products  from  licensed  Crown  lands,  the 
most  notable  being  as  follows:  Hardwoods,  other  than  greenheart, 
32,137  cubic  feet;  crabwood,  12.311  cubic  feet;  other  softwoods, 
10,235  cubic  feet;  and  shingles,  1.571,735  in  number.  These  increases 
were  caused  by  the  marked  impetus  in  building  operations,  the  ad- 
vanced value  of  imported  lumber  and  galvanized  roofing  sheets, 
and  the  use  of  a  larger  number  of  steam  sawmills  and  sawpits 
worked  by  hand.    Firewood  shows  an  increase  of  18,806  tons  due  to 
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the  high  price  and  shortage  of  coal.  There  has  been  a  falling  off 
in  the  production  of  greenheart  of  146,103  cubic  feet  because  of  lack 
of  transportation  facilities  for  export.  The  production  and  export 
of  railway  ties  was  30,633,  valued  at  $17,370,  as  compared  with 
5,225,  valued  at  $2,857,  in  1916.  Charcoal  exported  amounted  to 
2,519  tons,  or  417  tons  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 
Little  New  Mining  Activity. 

The  production  of  gold  for  the  year  from  all  sources  was  29,358 
ounces,  valued  at  $518,480,  as  compared  with  37,129  ounces,  valued 
at  $651,712,  in  1916.  This  loss  in  output  was  due  chiefly  to  the  de- 
cline in  the  number  of  men  engaged  in  the  gold  fields.  All  the  dis- 
tricts show  a  decrease,  with  the  exception  of  the  Puruni  district, 
where  there  was  an  increase  of  1,768  ounces,  owing  to  the  discovery 
of  good  deposits  on  the  Wainamu  Creek,  a  tributary  of  the  Puruni 
River.  There  Avere  19,155  ounces  produced  from  placer  AArashings 
and  10,384  ounces  from  dredging  operations.  There  Avas  no  quartz 
mining  of  importance. 

The  actiA'ity  in  the  diamond  fields  in  the  Mazaruni  district  con- 
tinued during  1917,  and  102,957  stones  weighing  17,908  carats  were 
declared,  an  increase  of  1,499  carats.  The  largest  stones  found  were 
4  weighing  from  6]  to  9f  carats,  and  10  ranging  from  3|  to  5| 
carats. 

Drilling  operations  for  mineral  oil  continued  to  March,  1917,  at 
Morawhanna  and  Courida  Point,  and  the  same  shelf  of  bedrock  was 
encountered  at  both  places,  which  stopped  drilling.  It  still  remains 
to  be  demonstrated  whether  mineral  oil  exists  in  the  colony. 

The  Demerara  Bauxite  Co.  (Ltd.)  started  mining  work  on  Crown 
and  private  lands  at  Three  Friends,  Demerara  River,  and  shipped 
2,037  tons  of  ore.  on  which  royalty  at  the  rate  of  10  cents  per  ton  was 
paid,  to  the  United  States.  Large  clearings  for  camp  sites  haA*e  been 
made  at  Mackenzie,  Fair's  Rust,  and  Cap-a-Star,  all  on  the  Deme- 
rara River.  The  ore  is  at  present  conveyed  by  punts  to  Mackenzie, 
where  the  river  is  navigable  at  all  times  for  ocean-going  steamers 
and  Avhere  a  crushing  and  drying  plant  is  to  be  erected.  About  800 
men  were  employed,  exclusive  of  the  supervising  staff.  Four  hun- 
dred applications  for  land  for  mining  bauxite,  embracing  an  area  of 
652,040  acres,  AA-ere  filed  with  the  Department  of  Lands  and  Mines 
during  the  year.  Applications  for  200,820  acres  AArere  abandoned, 
withdrawn,  or  refused,  no  applications  being  granted  until  after  the 
Avar. 
Unusual  Increase  in  Foreign  Trade. 

The  foreign  commerce  of  British  Guiana  for  1917  AA'as  the  greatest 
in  the  history  of  the  colony,  the  total  trade  amounting  to  $34,663,948, 
an  increase  of  $6,115,301,  and  consisted  of  $13,947,440  imports  and 
$20,716,508  exports.  The  trade  of  the  colony  has  increased  about  90 
per  cent  during  the  five-year  period  ending  with  1917,  as  shown  by 
the  f olloAvins:  table : 


Year. 


1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 


Imports.       Exports.    Total  trade 


$7,  7.50, 988 
7, 665, 530 
R,  796, 247 

10,509,931 

13,0.17,4-40 


$10,526,976 
12. 590,  707 
10,014,421 
1S,03S,716 
20,716,508 


$18,277,964 
20, 256, 237 
24,810,668 
28, 548, 647 
34, 663, 948 
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Of  the  total  import  and  export  trade  of  1917  the  United  Kingdom's 
re  was  39  per  cent.  Canada's  27  per  cent,  and  that  of  the  United 
States  19  per  cent.     The  following  table  shows  exports  and  imports 
by  the  principal  countries  during  the  year: 


Imports  from- 


Exports  to— 


1916 


1917 


British  Fast  Indies 

British  Wert  Indies 

Canada 

Denmark 

ciana 

France 

French  GtiiaHa 

Nel-iiHi  lands 

Newfoundland 

Norway 

Portugal 

Portuguese  possessions . 

Spain 

Sweden 

("nired  Ki atrdoni 

United  States 

^etafezuela 

All  o:  her  eeuatrses 


$458, 518 

m,$m 

21.507 
32,  £05 
SO,  020 
13. 215 
91,308 


1,829 

21,-SJa 

41,048 

7,242 

945 

4,569,571 

3, 120, 171 

'107.489 
5.353 


S27S,  02-1 

512.725 

2, 113;  199 

19,046 

43,  240 

3\410 

71, 192 

75 

320 

26, 917 

2S, 617 

13,i982 

3, 495 

4, 560, 978 

5,910,238 

221,522 


S1.076.4S0 

0,; 52,  059 


SI,  70S,  229 
7,527,P9W 


722,171 

1,319,675 

141,  4S4 

21,  842 

2,396 


1,02-3,218 

5 

194,994 

2, 056 


6,131,249 

1,700.275 

4'.  205 

76, 580 


Total. 


10.509.931 


13, 947, 440 


1S,03S,7J6 


9,171,874 

770, 519 

0,515 

SOS, 130 


20,716,508 


The  next  table  shows  the  value  of  the  trade  of  the  colony  with  the 
United  States  during  the  five  years,  1913  to  1917: 


Year. 


1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 


Imports. 


$1,843,163 
2,103,622 
2,201,470 
3,120,171 
5, 910.23S 


Exports. 


S393, 784 

392,679 

527,985 

1,790,275 

770, 519 


Total  trade. 


£2,235,947 
2,496,301 
2,729,455 
3,910,146 
6, 680, 757 


leading  Imported  Articles. 

The  following  list  shows  the  value  and  quantity  of  the  imports 
into  British  Guiana  during  191G  and  1917: 


Artii  tes. 


Aerated  and  mineral  waters dozen. 

Animals  and  birds: 

Horses number. 

Mules do. . . 

Sheep do . . . 

Other 

Apparel 

Arms,  ammunition,  and  explosives: 

Arms 

Ammunition 

Explosives pounds. 

Bags  and  sacks,  not  paper  or  cotton dozen. 

Bags,  traveling  and  tool ,  trunks,  etc 

Baskets 

Bee-keeping  apparatus 

Beer  and  ale gallons. 

Biscuits ,  bread ,  and  cakes pounds . 

Books. 


Boots  and  shoes : dozen  pairs . 

Bricks thousands. 

Breams  and  brashes dozen . 

Buckets,  pail*,  and  tubs do    . 

Bullion  and  coin 


1916 


Quantity.        Value. 


9,554 


297 
104 


29,044 

147,563 


140,242 
296,672 


14,472 

1,172 

7,482 

932 


$7, 789 

2,498 

67,886 

781 

911 

167, 215 

1,725 

9,910 

8,965 

323,333 

7,158 

289 

41 

120,269 

24,156 

21,674 

158, 616 

33,456 

12, 515 

3,879 

3S4, 167 


Quantity.        Valu 


6,393 

11 
386 
49 


15,679 
143,168 


192, 165 
262, 236 


13,782 

1,907 

5,633 

244 


$5,667 

2,306 

83,603 

431 

1,641 

184,032 

1,850 

7,209 

6,734 

393,726 

6,442 

558 

36 

183, 484 

32,685 

24,149 

172,725 

43,672 

14,687 

1,735 


o  Not  separate!- 
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Articles. 


Butter pounds. 

Caoutchouc  and  gutta-percha  manufacturings 

Cards ,  playing packages. 

Candle? pounds . 

Carriages  and  wagons: 

Bicycles number. 

Bicycle  parts 

Motor  cars number. 

Motor-car  parts 

Motor  cycles number. 

Motor-cycle  parts 

Railway  rolling  stock 

Other 

Cattle  and  other  animal  foods pounds. 

Cement barrels. 

Cheese pounds . 

Chemicals 

Chinaware  and  pottery 

Clocks number. 

Coal tons. 

Coke  and  patent  fuel do... 

Cocoa pounds. 

Coffee do. . . 

Confectionery do. . . 

Cordage  audtwine do. . . 

Cork do... 

Cotion  manufactures: 

Hosiery 

Piece  goods yards. 

Ribbon 

Other 

Cutlery 

Electrical  apparatus 

Fish: 

Canned pounds. 

Mackerel  and  salmon barreb. 

Smoked  and  dried hundredweight . 

Other 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Ghee pounds. 

Glass  and  glassware 

Crain,  flour,  etc.: 

Flour barrels. 

Grain  and  mixtures pounds. 

I'ulse do . . . 

R  ice do . . . 

Other do. .. 

Grease do . . . 

G ums,  balata do . . . 

Haberdashery  and  millinery 

Hardware 

Hat  s  and  bonnets 

Hay  and  chaff pounds . 

Hemp  manufactures 

Hides number. 

Implements  and  tools 

Instruments,  scientific 

Jams  and  jellies pounds. 

Jewelry 

Jute  manufactures 

Lard pounds . 

Leather hundredweight . 

Leather  manufactures,  other  than  boots  and  saddlery. 

Lime tons. 

Linen  manufactures 

Machinery: 

Mining 

Rice 

Sewing  machines 

Sugar 

Other 

Manures: 

Chemical tons . 

Other do... 

Matches great  gross . 

Mats  and  mattings 

Meats: 

Beef  and  pork barrels . 

Canned pounds. 

Fresh do. .. 

Other do . . . 

Medicines  and  drugs 


1916 


Quantity.        Value. 


595,570 


4,90;; 
70,962 


117 

■■;,- 


572,784 
32,131 
179, 704 


2,172 
26,697 

1,548 
27,322 
45,400 
70,890 
482,397 
13,067 


6,602,416 


384,937 

1,451 

38,590 


183, 135 

6,741,461 

4, 998, 569 

12, 152 

365, 7.56 

121,782 

39, 630 


363, 240 
731 


23, 838 


424, 547 
316 


14,661 
3, 08(5 
29, 524 


34,093 

5,871 

249,885 


179,822 

12,229 

435 

9,289 

11,957 

13,845 

73,201 

37,536 

4,611 

1,115 

8,860 

2,208 

13,681 

79,551 

40,388 

173,678 

10,852 

2,123 

222,983 

23,202 

9,228 

4,600 

20, 095 

83,080 

2,533 

34,286 

532,614 

7,833 

160,763 

7,710 

18, 391 

56,388 
20, 582 
299,559 
16.764 
58,340 
43,474 
34, 510 


1,C87, 
147, 
194, 

22, 

Hj 

13, 
101, 
110, 

74, 
5, 

3(5, 
2, 

08, 
6, 
4, 
1, 


26,  832 
28,  466 
21,525 
488,047 
152, 328 

935, 753 

35,950 

20,078 

2,444 

250, 251 

9,271 

1,095 

54, 822 

101,042 


Quantity. 


427.592 


2,729 
78,915 

479 

""236 

"54 


635,016 
53,690 
149,957 


1,716 

30,864 
177 
38,551 
24,954 
38,580 
3S5,692 
12,909 


12,209,133 


384,927 
2,034 
33,896 


1,248 


142, 677 

7,018,483 

1,821,758 

5,956 

382, 365 

200,651 

94, 066 


420, 301 
"l73 


9, 353 


298, 075 
314 


1,730 


10, 435 

2, 654 
46, 3S8 


15, 499 

36, 519 

3,497 

182,387 


Value. 


154,458 

6,109 

328 

12,382 

14,037 

15,562 
127,677 

83,389 
8,970 
1,021 
7,  MIS 
2,723 

18,868 
155,567 

41,729 
151,611 

18,207 
2,456 
428,8(57 
4,774 
9,794 
2,525 

11,856 

96,380 
2,409 

41,519 

1,283,529 

13,501 

293,157 
14,164 
26,709 

77, 60S 
33,187 

325,407 
11,798 

5\s:,9 
21,462 
36, 523 

1,436,342 

218,852 

90,  881 

137 

32,  077 

20,  246 

29,116 

124, 203 

159,327 

70, 167 

6,542 

41,S22 

637 

77,728 

7,090 

2,139 

1,764 

2,049 

62, 325 

23, 551 

34, 726 

3:5, 781 

5,106 

37,384 
42,699 
27,086 
993,  (  88 
161,525 

1,095,912 

33,168 

35, 870 

2, 723 

463, 721 

13, 283 

856 

35,957 

117,038 
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Articles. 


Metals: 

Brass,  and  manufacl  lire?  of 

Bars,  rods,  sheets,  and  plates hundredweight. . 

Bolts,  nuts,  and  chains do  — 

Copper,  and  manufactures  of 

( Galvanized  and  corrugated  sheets-hundred  weight. . 

Hoop do.... 

Iron  ore tons. . 

Lead 

Nails  and  spikes hundredweight . . 

Rivets,  clinchers,  wire,  and  wire  fencing 

Tin,  and  manufactures  of 

Other 

Milk,  condensed pounds . . 

Musical  instruments 

Oils: 

Essentia]  and  medicinal 

Petroleum- 
Refined  gallons- 
Crude  do — 

Petrol 

Other do. . .. 

Oil  cloth  and  linoleum 

Opium  and  preparations 

Paints tamfr edweagirfs . . 

Paper: 

Printing 

Other 

Perfumery 

Pitch barrefe.. 

Pickles  and  sauces quarts- 
Plate  and  plated  ware 

Provisions 

Saddlery  and  harness 

Salt pounds- 
Seeds do 

Ships  and  boats 

Silk 

Soap pounds. . 

Spices do 

Spirits: 

Brand  v gallons. 

Gin -&0... 

Whisky do . .  . 

Other 

Stationery 

Sugar pounds. 

Stone  and  slate 

Tar barrels. 

Tea : pounds. 

Tobacco: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes do. . . 

Leaf do. .  . 

Snuff do. .  . 

Other do... 

Toys  and  games 

Turpentine gallons. 

Umbrellas  and  parasols 

Varnish  and  polish gallons. 

Vegetables: 

Dried  and  canned pounds. 

Fresh 

Onions  and  garlic pounds . 

Watches number. 

Wine gallons. 

Wood  and  timber: 

Lumber feet. 

Shooks packs. 

Staves  and  headings number. 

Sash,  blinds,  doors,  caskets,  office  and  store  fixtures 

Other 

W  ool  manufactures 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1916 


Quantity. 


9, 760 
3,861 


9,209 

10, 884 

52 


7, 104 


777,509 
65, 625 
114,840 
286, 817 


1,515 
10,902 


3,877,779 

313,046 


2,694,057 

95.602 

2.520 
11,943 
18,880 


320,072 


744 
83,023 

13,926 

757, 721 

100 

124, 0S4 


3,774 
"4,436 

03, 90S 


1,507,729 
809 

27,008 

4,121,490 

4,666 

1,042,537 


Value. 


1917 


8,832 

38, 000 
2s,5-!S 
2,915 
65,937 
4.;,  1-25 
1.833 
1,57:  i 

35, 595 

36,231 
64,738 

8,719 

1,929 

140,  566 
9.973 
47, 783 

2 
1,024 

15,750 

■ 

40,266 
158,807 

13, 543 
5, 693 
4,242 
4,554 

14,958 
5, 180 

25,622 

26, 362 
470 

34,017 
150,306 

13,064 

9,460 

30, 128 
67, 134 
43, 249 
17, 933 
20, 646 
2, 572 
5.249 
25,049 

19,401 
53,028 
89 
90,914 
11,835 
2, 965 
8,213 
4,346 

0, 077 

180, 800 

60,913 

535 

37,128 

136, 523 
33,503 

140,937 
21,239 
15,276 

113,049 

105, 350 


Quantity.        Value 


10,509,931 


16,974) 

1,811 


9  865 
8,600 

53 


8,210 


483,140 


! 
7S.150 
221,197 
-      i  17 


5,  S20 


1,699 
6,964 


5,214,355 
435, 500 


2,438,449 

86, 596 

4,230 
12,147 
14,204 


223, 189 


992 

40,078 


10,904 
521, S35 


125, 958 

"i'Mti 


4,690 
75, 894 


1,287,709 
925 

35,687 

4,041,110 

2,311 

851, 133 


4, 388 

109, 132 
19,053 

2,654 
101, 114 
40,  400 

2, 603 

1,951 
49,560 
31,534 

9, 387 
31,812 
70, 405 
14, 120 

4,080 

113,985 
13,202 
83,095 

249,379 

2,040 
28,357 
77,011 

26, 547 

165, 370 

14,421 

7,442 

3,280 

4,402 

20,223 

6,085 

43,350 

65,044 

973 

40,921 

104,661 

14,801 

16,180 

29,017 
65, 956 
40,077 
20, 565 
15,864 
3,879 
9,163 
16,099 

21,368 
73, 899 


97,S10 
14,830 

3,371 
11,571 

5,79S 

10, 618 
194,790 
90,011 
1,483 
53, 197 

213, 185 
19,402 

132, 540 
29, 345 
57, 125 

158,849 

566,703 


13,947,440 


Increase  in  Import  Trade. 

In  many  cases  the  increase  in  imports  is  due  to  higher  values 
only.    In  the  case  of  boots  and  shoes,  the  number  of  pairs  were  less 
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by  690  dozen  while  the  value  was  $14,109  greater  than  in  1916.  The 
prosperous  condition  of  the  sugar  industry  was  directly  responsible 
for  the  increase  in  chemical  manures,  sugar  machinery,  and  bags, 
although  the  latter  are  used  extensively  in  the  rice  industry. 

The  large  increase  of  21,500  barrels  in  the  imports  of  cement, 
was  due  to  the  construction  of  reinforced  concrete  sea  -:.  which 

were  commenced  in  1916  and  will  not  be  completed  before  the  end 
of  1919.  The  increased  use  of  motor  cars  noted  in  the  annual  report 
for  1916  has  continued  during  the  present  year,  236  having  been 
imported,  as  against  1-17  in  1916. 

The  importation  of  tractors,  especially  the  caterpillar  type,  has 
been  undertaken  with  highly  satisfactory  success,  and  there  will  be 
a  good  market  in  British  Guiana  for  such  machinery  in  the  future. 

Piece  goods  received  were  nearly  double  imports  of  the  previous 
year  in  quantity  and  more  than  double  in  value,  owing  to  the  small 
stocks  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  the  general  belief  that  prices 
would  be  higher  in  1918. 

The  imports  of  flour  were  about  40,000  barrels  less  than  in  1916, 
but  the  value  was  nearly  $350,000  greater.  The  decrease  in  con- 
sumption was  due  chiefly  to  the  higher  cost  of  flour  and  the  sub- 
stitution of  rice,  which  remained  at  a  fixed  price  of  5  cents  per  pound 
retail. 

Imports  from  United  States,  United  Kingdom,  and  Canada. 

In  1917,  for  the  first  time,  the  United  States  lead  in  the  import 
trade  of  the  colony,  supplying  42  per  cent  of  the  total.  The  United 
Kingdom  came  second  with  nearly  33  per  cent,  and  Canada  third 
with  15  per  cent.  The  increase  for  the  United  States  over  the 
previous  twelvemonth  was  nearly  13  per  cent. 

The  following  table  gives  the  articles  brought  into  British  Guiana 
from  these  countries  in  1917: 


Articles. 

From 
United 
States. 

From 

United 

Kingdom. 

From 
Canada. 

A  DimaLs 

377,559 
43,030 

l!,->.sl 
137, 497 
22,  154 

LIS,  100 

4. 'ill) 

290 
126,1  07 
61,067 

i 
2,310 

; 
; 

$25 

141,024 
42,  173 

!.    73 

19,0.51 

47,886 

9, 305 

7,232 

>,':.<;    ■ 
14,963 

2,380 

Apparel 

Beer  and  ale 

418 

5,  260 

Books 

10 

Boots  and  shoes 

6, 478 

Butter 

16, 313 

Candles 

Carriages,  etc.: 

Bicycles  and  tricycles 

76 

Bicycle  parts 

64 

Motor  cars 

370 

Motor-car  parts 

20  Q   I 

2,169 

Motor  cycles 

Motor-cvcls  parts 

23 

Cattle  food:  Oil  cake 

Cement 

46,067 

2,262 

5,777 

- 

17S,290 
7.  172 
5,841 

Cheese 

30,637 

2,070 

Coal 

Coffee 

100 

Cordage  and  twine 

8,843 

Cotton  manufactures: 

3 

2, 245 

Other 

11,201 

Cutlery. .                                         

14 
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Articles. 


Fish: 

Canned 

Mackerel  and  salmon 

Other 

Fruits  and  nuts 

< ;  lass  and  glass  ware 

Grain  and  flour: 

Flour 

Pulse 

Other 

Haberdashery  and  millinery 

Hardware 

Hats  and  bonnets 

Hemp  manufactures 

Implements  and  tools 

Lard 

Leather 

Lime 

Machinery: 

Mining 

Rice 

Sewing  machines 

Sugar  machinery 

Other 

Manure,  chemical 

Meats: 

Beef  and  pork,  salted 

Canned 

Fresh 

Other 

Medicines  and  drugs 

Metals: 

Brass  and  manufactures 

Bars,  rods,  sheets,  and  plates 

Bolts,  nuts,  and  chains 

Copper  and  manufactures 

Galvanized  and  corrugated  sheets. 

Hoop 

Nails  and  spikes 

R ivets,  wire,  and  wire  fencing 

Other 

Milk,  condensed 

Oils: 

Petroleum,  refined 

Petrol 

Other 

Paints 

Paper: 

Print  ing 

Other 

Perfumery 

Provisions 

Saddlery  and  harness 

Salt...: 


Seeds 

Silk 

Soap 

Spirits: 

Brandy 

Gin.... 

Whisky 

Other 

Stationery 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tobacco: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes. 

Leaf 

Other 

Toys  and  games 

Umbrellas  and  parasols.. 
Vegetables: 

Dried 

Fresh 

Onions  and  garlic 

Wine 

Wood  and  timber: 

Lumber 

Shooks 

Staves  and  headings. 

Sash,  blinds,  etc 

■\Vool  manufactures 

All  other  articles 


Total 5,910,238 


From 
United 
States. 


61 
114 

25 

396 
19 
108 

25 
88 
2 
7 
39 
62 
12 


18 

3T 
25 
586 
103 
274 

461 

12 


53 
61 

2 
13 

7 
2 
100 
19 
8 
21 
22 
11 

104 
15 

201 
11 

14 

47 

10 
4 
1 
2 

22 
7 

18 


1, 
33, 
13, 

10, 

56, 
15, 

128, 
13, 
2$, 

314, 


From 

United 

Kingdom. 


3,932 
520 


8,700 


2, 868 
3, 003 
94,016 

60, 228 
64,499 
34,205 
37,457 

1,388 
19, 67S 

18, 741 

4,298 

437 

406,  735 

52,  761 

532,  S02 


312 


315 
39, 9S0 

1,922 

2,  733 

10, 696 

501 

171 

21,277 

8,100 

6, 483 

6,611 

21,540 


29,956 
37, 165 

10, 138 

69,  709 

3,976 

13, 273 

3,890 

37, 369 

39,  729 

38, 526 

145, 957 

953 
1,723 
62,317 
1S,04S 
11,3S0 
39 
4,226 

15,460 
299 
96,  726 
6,404 
11,291 

504 

2 

2.492 

17,547 


981 

4,310 

5, 867 

115,783 

540, 564 


4, 560, 978 


From 
Canada. 


32,401 

269,317 

7,031 

1,185 

1,034,840 

1.S41 

131, 027 

480 

7,954 

945 

160 

4S7 

2 

1,661 


1,461 
75, 911 


248 
856 


37 
1,383 


33,128 
3,54 

582 
29,378 


11,184 
27, 154 

1,777 

5,977 

2 

701 

619 


694 
2,881 

804 

2 

4,  770 

1,409 


289 
86 


186 

111,916 

2 

436 

152,  022 
2, 640 


7,807 

74 

30,906 


2,113,199 
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Export  Trade. 

The  export  trade  of  the  colony  for  1017  was  divided  as  follows: 
The  United  Kingdom  11  per  cent,  Canada  36  per  cent,  and  the 
United  States  less  than  1  per  cent.  The  total  exports  show  an  in- 
crease of  more  than  $1,000,000,  as  seen  in  the  following;  table: 


Articles. 


1916 


Quantity, 


Value. 


1917 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Animals number. 

Apparel 

Beer  and  ale gallons. 

Bullion,  gold ounces. 

Cattle  and  other  animal  foods: 

Molascuit tons . 

Other 

Charcoal tons. 

Citrate  of  lime pounds. 

Cloth,  cotton: 

Piece  goods yards. 

Other 

Cocoa,  raw hundred  weight. 

Coconui  s number. 

Coconut  oil gallons . 

Coffee,  raw hundredweight. 

Copra do. . . 

Diamonds carats. 

Fish 

Grain: 

Flour bags. 

Indian  corn 

Pulse pounds . 

Pice hundredweight. 

Grans: 

Balata pounds. 

Rubber do. . . 

1  tides number. 

Isinglass pounds. 

Kola  nuts hundredweight. 

Machinery,  sugar 

Molas  ses gallons. 

Oil  of  Lime-  s do . . . 

Rum do... 

Sugar: 

Yellow  crystal hundredweight. 

Dark  crystal do 

Other .- 

Wood  and  timber: 

Firewood tons. 

OMobMOl /cubic  feet 

\board  feet. 

Shingles number. 

Other 

Wool  manufactures 

All  other  articles 


1,245 


9, 400 
41,870 


;.os 


2,966 
52,202 

1,196,440 


412 

1,631,351 


4,507 
16*180 


27.3,019 
250, 188 

1,575,502 

15,5S6 
4,587 


4,433,650 

16,336 
2,616,661 


10,365 

135, 151 

355,076 

2,335,750 


Total. 


$32,932 
9,869 
9,868 

747,501 

26, 256 
S,240 
34,137 

9,950 

61,808 


1,360 
"  i6,"  363' 


2,549 
17,386 


6,055 
28, 070 


143,044 
14,912 


15,333 


71 

1,911,404 

26,674 

2,387 

1,507 

16,985 


10, 268 
,043,502 

848,541 
8,289 
14,227 


195,766 
279,046 

1,729,057 

14,781 

1,549 

5,283 

34 


3,033,133 

75,783 

10, 006, 222 

19,358 

22,414 
64,959 
22,717 
12,940 
35, 965 


149,940 

251 

3, 415, 92-1 

214, 052 
2,034,572 


1,623,740 


18,038,716 


7,309 

47, 630 

187,489 

3,208,500 


$27, 300 
14,587 
11,306 

(a) 

72,245 


40,936 
1,178 

66, 130 
11,708 
1,240 
41,520 
28,6,52 
33,586 
12, 164 
185, 788 
14,953 

40,257 

10,610 

9,905 

1,424,013 

1,024,176 

8,349 

6,407 

1 ,  540 

533 

64,093 

31,298 

3,448 

2,678,932 

1,223,455 

10,617,475 

2,742 

20,897 
23,812 
16, 625 
19, 790 
38,502 
9,407 
2,  870, 942 


20,716,508 


°  Not  separately  stated. 
Export  Trade  Fluctuations. 

Sugar,  rice,  balata,  molasses,  molascuit,  coconuts,  diamonds,  flour, 
and  cotton  piece  goods  all  show  substantial  increases  over  the  exports 
of  1'916.  The  increase  in  sugar  was  215,627  hundredweight,  worth 
$1,742,309.  This  product  was  taken  chiefly  by  Canada  and  the 
United  Kingdom.  Molasses  again  appears  as  an  article  of  export. 
In  1916  this  product  was  all  distilled  into  rum,  which  was  then  in 
good  demand. 

Bice,  the  product  second  in  importance  in  the  colony,  shows  an  in- 
crease of  28,858  hundredweight  in  quantity  and  $380,511  in  value. 
Balata,  next  in  value  of  the  exports,  shows  an  increase  of  153,555 
pounds  in  quantity  and  $175,635  in  value.  The  increase  in  the  value 
of  diamonds  exported  was  $42,701. 
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Rum  was  the  only  product  showing  a  decided  decrease,  which  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  British  Government  placed  restrictions  on 
its  importation  on  account  of  large  stocks  and  the  lack  of  shipping. 
Declared  Exports  from  British  and  Dutch  Guiana. 

Exports  to  the  United  States  during  1917,  according  to  the  invoices 
certified  at  the  consulate  at  Georgetown,  were  valued  at  $720,570, 
as  compared  with  $1,706,810  in  1910.  The  value  of  the  principal 
articles  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Article. 

1916 

1917 

Article. 

1916 

1917 

$250, 462 

$156,536 

7,435 

10, 494 

11,897 

31,661 

1,950 

423, 724 

720 

Natural  history  specimens 
Rubber 

$3,677 

$296 

1,126 

19,110 

7,490 

27,116 

873 

441,334 

1,211 

34  781 

Sugar 

940,840 

16, 669 

1,415 

39,982 

Timber 

2,111 

All  other  articles 

482 

Gold 

Total 

Hides 

1,703,816 

726,576 

A  decrease  in  value  is  noted  in  the  declared  exports  from  Dutch 
Guiana.  The  following  list  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the 
principal  articles  in  1910  and  1917: 


Articles. 


Antique  goods boxes. 

Balata pounds. 

Bananas,  dried do. . . 

Bark,  mangrove do. . . 

Brass,  old do . . . 

Cacao ■: do. . . 

Coffee do... 

Copper ,  old do . . . 

Chain : cases. 

Fiber,  sisal pounds. 

(Hue,  fish do. . . 

Gold grams . 

Gum,  locust pounds . 

Hides %. do . . . 

Jewelry ." packages. 

Metal pounds . 

Motor  engines number. 

B  ubber pounds . 

Shoes  (sample) : .number. 

Spurs  (sample) do. . . 

Skins: 

Deer do. . . 

Sheep do.. . 

Sugar pounds. 

Tonka  beans do . . . 

Wood cubic  feet . 


Tot  al 1 ,  930, 731 


1916 


Quantity.       Value 


557, 680 
12,600 

80, 870 


2,778,916 


878, 259 


£115 

399,027 

1,008 

1,197 


382, 134 


33, 585 

1 

483 


18, 578 
1 

1 


5, 699 

21,171 

392 


540, 865 

40 

9,990 


1917 


Quantity.       Value, 


4S3, 834 


27,944 

3,444 

3, 482, 030 

6,448 

22, 370 

1 

5,400 

1,132 

418,834 

300 

46,510 


1 
8,134 


66 

40 
15,956,120 


$3S4,556 


406 

227 

40S,  229 

1,575 

1,781 

2 

1,022 

284 

259,068 

36 

6,395 


100 
6,345 


12 

807, 507 


33, 263 


1,910,842 
J 


American  goods  returned  in  1917  were  valued  at  $S,732,  as  com- 
pared with  $10,017  in  1910.  There  were  no  invoices  certified  for 
goods  for  the  insular  possessions  of  the  United  States. 

Shipping  Statistics. 

Shipping  between  Georgetown  and  the  United  States  was  not 
interrupted  to  any  extent  during  1917,  but  owing  to  the  marked 
increase  in  the  import  trade  with  the  United  States  there  was  some 
difficulty  in  securing  space,  the  goods  arriving  in  time,  however,  to 
keep  the  market  fairly  supplied.    The  Quebec  Steamship  Co.  (Ltd.) 
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and  the  Trinidad  Shipping  and  Trading  Co.  (Ltd.)  operated  their 

steamers  between  New  York  and  Georgetown,  via  the  West  [ndies, 
their  sailings  being-  from  10  days  to  2  weeks.  The  Raporal  Line 
also  made  seven  calls  at  this  port  during  the  year,  bringing  cargo 
from  New  York.  The  sailings  of  the  Caribbean  and  Southern 
Steamship  Co.  (Ltd.),  which  formerly  had  vessels  calling  at  Geoi 
town,  were  discontinued.  Several  sailing  vessels,  however,  brought 
cargo  coal,  lumber,  and  petroleum,  chiefly  from  Norfolk  and  Gulf 
ports. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  vessels  which  entered  and 
cleared  at  the  various  ports  of  the  colony  during  the  year,  4,775 
vessels,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  682,906,  entered  and  cleared, 
as  againsl  3,551  vessels,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  770,061,  in 
1916. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vessels  entered  at  the 
various  ports  during  the  }rears  1916  and  1917: 


Georgetown 

New  Amsterdam. 

Springlands 

Morawhanna 

Yarikita 

Arakaka 


Total. 


191C 


Number.      Tonnage 


399 
6 
27-1 
762 
370 


1,811 


79, 028 

413 

3,502 

853 

370 


1917 


Number.      Tonnage 


384, 160 


2,487 


393 

337, 40Z 

2 

146 

380 

3, 153 

608 

731 

393 

393 

051 

686 

342,516 


The  leading  nationalities  represented  by  the  steamers  coming  to 
the  ports  in  1917  were:  American.  7  of  6,268  tons;  British,  116  of 
272,057  tons;  Dutch,  277  of  15,552  tons;  French,  34  of  23,598  tons; 
total,  including  others.  442  steamers  of  321,906  tons,  against  404 
steamers  of  367,168  tons  in  1916. 
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